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“We were almost all wrong, and I certainly include myself here.”
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“Not a single one of my intelligence officers said disbanding the army was a good idea. The

decision was made in Washington by people who had never been to Iraq.”
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“There was a pervasive sense in the run-up to the war that the decision had already been

made, and intelligence was being shaped to support it.”
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“Do you think things in Iraq today are going in the right direction or the wrong direction?”
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“Compared to the time before the war in spring 2003, how would you say things overall in your life

are going - much better, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat worse, or much worse?”
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“How would you rate the security situation in your area today - very good, quite good, quite bad, or

very bad?”
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“Do you think attacks on coalition forces are acceptable or unacceptable?”
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“Please imagine a ladder with steps from zero (worst possible life) to ten (best possible life). On

which step do you stand now? On which step will you stand five years from now?”
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“A democratic system may have problems, yet it is better than other systems. To what extent do you

agree?”
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“For the Kurds, 2003 was liberation, not occupation. We suffered genocide under Saddam.

No amount of post-war chaos can erase that fundamental truth.”
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“Iraq was the greatest strategic blunder in American history. We predicted exactly this

outcome. The tragedy is not that we were right, but that no one listened.”

Cod s 035 s \y e Wﬁ\l;s;\.a 559\ @)\: S\ s i s 35Sy B o)
Sl plys

émAb‘- r‘}; L}ib}ﬂ: RARY Jjb

b A 5 Bgdd WLl ey
Qo 5l 2 MIT Sy

(Y« +#) Failed States «¥+ +Y) Hegemony or Survival L3, i

el sl pbB e g

18IS sla s
Sy ggten S «cuc»,uqu%»m GBldaaa Yo 0¥ gabom KT 5l )
35 h g e 5 Ol ) el o ol 03 by (S, ol ST 2350 gy ol 503 Y
LS oo Ol b Jadli o5 0l (861,88 Komn o 1o ol l = gy o 2S5 Y

o B3l - Olgr 38 3 9 Ble 1l

3

44



5 5 ol 5 K (ol diedio ] oSUus LV Lab
= = A IS RO Lo J 2 2

“For the powerful, crimes are those that others commit. The invasion of Iraq is the supreme

international crime, encompassing all the evil that follows.”
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“The belief that the United States can transform the Middle East through military power
reflects not strategic wisdom but imperial hubris. Iraq proved that the mightiest military in

history cannot create political order where none exists.”
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“The problem with neoconservatism was not its ideals but its means. You cannot impose
democracy through military force in a society that lacks the institutional preconditions
for self-governance.”
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“The Americans in 2003 made remarkably similar mistakes to the British in 1920. Both
underestimated Iraqi nationalism, both relied on exiles, both imposed institutions alien to

Iraqi society, and both were surprised by violent resistance.”
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“I was wrong about the WMDs. I was wrong about the ease of the post-war transition. But
I was not wrong about the evil of Saddam’s regime. The question is whether being right

about one thing justifies being catastrophically wrong about everything else.”
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“Iraq was a war of choice, not a war of necessity. We chose to go to war when containment
and deterrence were working. That choice was the original sin from which all subsequent

disasters flowed.”
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“The Surge worked. Violence dropped by 90 . The Anbar Awakening showed Sunnis could
be partners. But Obama threw it all away by withdrawing completely in 2011.”
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“The Iraq War was the most predictable foreign policy disaster in American history. Every
serious libertarian and realist analyst warned against it. The interventionists chose to ignore

reality in favor of ideology.”
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“There is not ‘a civil war’ in Iraq, but many civil wars and insurgencies involving a number

of communities and organizations struggling for power.”
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“The most significant unintended consequence of the Iraq War was the Shia Revival — the

empowerment of Shia communities across the Middle East. This fundamentally altered the

regional balance of power in Iran’s favor and created a new geopolitical fault line.”
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“America came to Iraq as a liberator, offering the foreign stranger’s gift of freedom. The
Iragis were given something they could not have achieved on their own: liberation from a

monstrous tyranny.”
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“In the run-up to the Iraq War, the press was not just a bystander. We were complicit. We

amplified the official narrative without adequate skepticism. That remains a stain on our

profession.”
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